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SUMMARY 

Monthly  egg  production  since  September  1957  tias  been  below  a  year 
earlier  and  in  December  was  5  percent  below  the  same  month  of  1956.  The 
present  laying  flock  is  6  percent  smaller  than  a  year  ago,  and  production  is 
not  likely  to  equal  last  year's  level  through  the  first  half  of  1958.  For 
1957  a-s  a  whole,  production  totaled  169  million  cases,  slightly  below  the 
170  million  cases  of  1956. 

Since  September,  mid-month  United  States  average  egg  prices  to  farmers 
have  been  above  a  year  earlier.    The  mid-December  average  of  kk.k  cents  per 
dozen  was  7-3  cents  higher  than  at  the  same  time  in  1956.    Egg  prices  de- 
clined from  mid-December  to  mid-January  but  remained  higher  than  the  year 
before  and  are  likely  to  continue  so  through  the  spring.    January-June  prices 
to  farmers  in  1957  averaged  31  cents  per  dozen.    For  the  year  as  a  whole,  the 
average    was  about  35  cents,  compared  with  over  38  cents  in  1956. 
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Egg  prices  after  mid-year  will  reflect  the  size  of  the  spring  replace- 
ment hatch  of  egg-type  chicks.    Hatchery  output  of  such  chicks  in  the  3  months 
through  December  was  1  percent  above  the  yegur  before,  and  eggs  in  incubators 
January  1  were  10  percent  above  the  year  before.    These  indicators  are  not 
yet  conclusive,  becaxise  75  percent  of  the  replacement  chicks  are  typically 
hatched  in  February-May.    The  current  situation  indicates  a  rise  in  the  number 
of  replacement  chicks  to  be  raised  this  year.    The  egg-feed  price  ratio,  which 
in  the  past  has  been  a    useful  indicator  of  farmers*  production  plans,  was 
26  percent  higher  in  October -December  thaji  the  year  before,  but  only  10  per- 
cent above  the  average  for  the  same  months  of  the  5  preceding  years.  Results 
of  a  survey  of  farmers '  intentions  to  raise  chicks  will  be  released  in  the 
Febrixary  10  crop  report. 

Farmers '  intentions  for  1958  total  turkey  production  call  for  little 
change  from  the  record  1957  output  of  8O.6  million  birds,  but  there  are  dif- 
ferent responses  among  the  breeds,  with  Belt sville -type  turkeys  showing  an 
11  percent  cut.    Turkey  prices  rose  from  Thanksgiving  through  Christmas, 
especially  for  hens  and  other  small  birds.    The  mid-December  average  price  to 
farmers  was  2^.8  cents  per  pound,  compared  with  23.6  cents  in  mid-November  and 
27.8  cents  in  the  preceding  December.    In  view  of  the  heavy  storage  stocks — 
with  more  toms  than  usual  —  remaining  from  the  1957  crop,  and  with  no  pro- 
spective cut  in  turkey  production,  market  prices  during  the  first  half  of  1958 
are  not  likely  to  rise  appreciably. 

Broiler  production  will  continue  at  record  levels  for  the  season  through 
the  first  qiiarter  of  1958.    Production  in  1957  was  a  new  record,  probably  about 
6  percent  above  the  1956  output  of  1,3^5  million  birds,  despite  generally 
lower  prices  and  lower  product -feed  price  ratios  than  the  year  before.  The 
mid-December  average  price  at  the  farm  of  16. 3  cents  per  pound  was  slightly 
below  the  I6.6  cents  of  the  previous  December  and  was  the  lowest  in  the  past 
17  years.    Since  mid-December,  broiler  prices  have  increased. 


REVIEW  AND  OUTLOOK 

Egg  Production  in  Late  I957 
Below  a  Year  Earlier 

Egg  production  in  November  and  December  1957  averaged  5  percent  below  a 
year  earlier,  and  is  likely  to  continue  below  a  year  earlier  through  the  first 
half  of  1958.    In  Jan\iary  and  February  the  percentage  cut  from  12  months  ear- 
lier may  not  be  quite  as  sharp  as  in  the  2  preceding  months,  because  rate  of 
lay  per  bird  may  rise  above  the  year  before.    During  the  flush  egg  production 
period  from  late  March  through  May  egg  production  on  farms  is  likely  to  fal  1 
below  1957  "by  just  about  the  same  percentage  as  the  size -of  the  national  lay- 
ing flock.    The  35O  million  potential  layers  on  farms  January  1  were  6  percent 
fewer  than  a  year  earlier,  and  the  springtime  flock  of  layers  is  likely  to  be 
smaller  than  in  1957       about  the  same  percentage. 


PES-193 


-  5  - 


JAUUARY  1958 


Although  helcw  a  year  earlier,  output  is  rising  seasonally.    It  will 
continue  to  rise  through  March  or  early  April  when  production  usually  is  high- 
est of  the  year.    Rate  of  lay  per  100  birds  increases  through  the  first  quarter 
of  each  year  from  a  low  point  in  the  preceding  fall  (table  l).    This  more 
than  offsets  the  usual  seasonal  decline  in  the  total  number  of  layers  on  hando 
This  season  the  number  of  layers  was  highest  on  December  1,  unlike  8  of  the 
preceding  10  years  when  the  peak  was  on  January  1.    The  earlier  peak  reflects 
both  the  reduced  number  of  replacement  chicks  hatched  in  1957  ancL  the  long- 
term  trend  toward  earlier  hatching. 

The  smaller -than -usual  proportion  of  pullets  and  larger  proportion  of 
hens  has  tended  to  reduce  egg  production  in  recent  months »    The  rate  of  lay 
for  these  old  hens,  from  1956  hatchings  and  earlier,  is  less  than  for  young 
pullets.    Consequently,  monthly  rates  of  lay  per  100  layers  in  October  and 
November  were  below  the  year  before.    In  each  of  the  past  13  years,  the  rate 
of  lay  in  both  October  and  November  has  been  above  the  previous  year.  On 
October  1  the  national  laying  flock  was  53  percent  hens  and  k'J  percent  pullets, 
compared  with  a  k'J  :  53  ratio  a  year  earlier.     (Table  2.)    The  October  I957 
ratio  showed  proportionately  more  hens  than  on  any  other  October  1  since  1952. 
Corresponding  data  as  of  January  1,  1958  will  be  released  February  ik  in  the 
AMS  report  "Livestock  and  Poultry  on  Farms,  January  1". 

With  smaller  production  of  eggs  in  October,  November,  and  December  1957 
than  in  this  period  a  year  earlier,  total  production  on  farms  during  the  year 
was  169  million  cases  compared  with  the  record  I70  million  in  1956.  To 
July  1,  however,  1957  egg  production  was  2  percent  greater  than  1956.  With 
a  laying  flock  down  about  6  percent  from  a  year  ago,  1958  January-June  egg 
production  will  probably  be  down  about  the  same  percentage  from  output  in  the 
first  half  of  1957. 

Egg  Prices  Pass  Season 
Peak  But  Continue  Above 

a  Year  Ago  ■  '  '  ' 

During  September  1957^  U.  S.  average  egg  prices  to  farmers  rose  above  a 
year  earlier  for  the  first  time  in  l4  months.    Average  mid-month  prices  after 
September  continued  5  to  8  cents  per  dozen  above  the  year  before  and  peaked 
at  cents  in  mid -December.    Prices  declined  into  early  January  as  they 

did  the  year  before  when  mid-January  prices  were  5  cents  below  mid-December. 
(Table  U.)    Lower  egg  output  in  the  first  half  of  this  year  is  likely  to  hold 
egg  prices  about  5  cents,  or  perhaps  slightly  more,  above  a  year  earlier. 
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The  cut  in  January-June  production  probably  vill  equal  2/3  of  the  peak 

1957  storage  stocks  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs,  or  a  cut  of  about  9  eggs  per 
person  from  last  year's  average  civilian  consumption  of  about  I70  shell 
eggs  in  January- June .    The  smaller  number  of  eggs  avedlable  for  storage  and 
immediate  consumption  will  contribute  to  sustaining  prices  above  the  levels  of 
1957- 

Egg  breakers  will  be  a  particular  source  of  strength  to  egg  prices  in 
the  next  few  months.    Storage  stocks  of  frozen  egg  in  1957  peaked  at  177  mil- 
lion pounds  on  August  1,  a  level  about  the  same  as  the  peak  the  year  before. 
Unlike  the  3  preceding  years,  however,  the  1957  stocks  were  sold  on  a  rising 
market  and  returned  a  profit  to  their  owners  (table  5)-    Stocks  on  January  1 
were  75  million  pounds,  11  million  below  the  January  1957  total  (table  6). 
The  decline  from  last  year  for  yolk  and  mixed  whole  egg  was  especially  marked 
(table  5)«    As  a  result,  large-scale  breaking  may  begin  early  this  year  and 
probably  will  resxilt  in  a  total  production  nearly  as  large  as  in  January-June 
1957. 

Fall  Egg  Prices  Linked  to 

Chickens  Raised;  Moderate  Increase 
Expected  for  Replacement  Numbers 

Egg  prices  after  mid-1958  will  be  strongly  influenced  by  production  in 
the  last  half  of  the  year,  which  in  turn  will  reflect  the  number  of  replace- 
ment layers  hatched  this  spring.    Hatchings  are  likely  to  exceed  last  year, 
but  the  scant  indications  so  far  available  do  not  suggest  that  per  capita  egg 
supply  in  the  fall  will  markedly  exceed  the  past  fall.    If  the  rise  in  nxamber 
of  chickens  raised  is  held  to  5  or  6  percent  above  the  39^  million  of  1951, 
only  a  moderate  increase  in  egg  output  will  take  place  in  the  fall.    Egg  prices 
in  the  second  half  of  1958  may    then    be  close  to  corresponding  1957  prices. 

An  increase  of  5  or  6  percent  in  chickens  raised  would  tend  to  maintain 
this  fall's  laying  flock  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier  because  the  fewer 
hens  on  hand  from  the  reduced  1957  hatch  would  offset  the  expected  increase  in 
pullets.    Another  increase  in  rate  of  lay  is  likely  this  year.    But  with 
population  increasing,  the  monthly  per  capita  supply  of  shell  eggs  in  late 

1958  probably  will  be  about  the  same  as  in  1957* 

Fourth  Quarter  Hatchings 
in  1957  Slightly  Below 
Year  Earlier 


Egg-type  chicks  hatched  in  October,  November,  and  December  were 
respectively  93^    91,  and  112  percent  of  the  niomber  hatched  in  these  months  of 
1956.    Eggs  in  incubators  January  1,  1958  were  110  percent  of  the  total  a 
year  earlier  (table  7)' 

The  weekly  hatchery  report  issued  for  California  indicates  a  slightly 
different  picture  from  the  U.  S.  report  cited  above.    California  hatchings  and 
egg  settings  for  egg -type  chicks  from  October  to  early  January  have  been 
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3  percent  above  last  year  (table  8).    Last  year  California  hatchings  did  not 
fall  by  as  large  a  percentage  as  did  U.  S.  hatchings,  and  the  latest  report 
shows  that  the  number  of  layers  in  that  State  was  1  percent  above  a  year 
before.    Layer  numbers  for  the  United  States  as  a  whole  declined  an  average 
of  6  percent. 

It  is  still  too  early  in  the  season  to  judge  definitely  the  prospects 
for  the  1958  hatch.    Farmers'  1958  intentions  to  ta.±se  replacement  layers  will 
be  reported  in  the  February  10  issue  of  Crop  Production.    Hatchings  from  eggs 
set  before  mid-January  accounted  for  only  about  15  percent  of  the  replacement 
hatch  in  1956-57- 

Since  September,  the  monthly  egg-feed  price  ratio  has  averaged  one- 
fourth  higher  thaji  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1956  but  only  10  percent 
above  the  5-year  average  for  those  months.    The  December  ratio,  with  1  dozen 
eggs  being  equivalent  in  value  to  13-^  pounds  of  poultry  ration,  was  about 
30  percent  higher  than  in  December  1956.    Through  the  hatching  season  the 
ratio  is  likely  to  continue  above  the  spring  of  1957^  although  probably  by  a 
narrower  margin  than  in  December.    These  changes  in  the  ratio  are  indicative 
of  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  returns  to  egg  producers  in  January 
compared  with  early  1957' 

Under  relationships  that  had  been  quite  consistent  until  the  early 
1950's,  increases  in  the  ratio  indicated  a  change  in  chickens  raised  of  about 
half  of  the  percentage  change  in  the  weighted  ratio  (as  described  in  the 
footnote  to  table  9)'    But  in  the  last  5  or  6  years  the  number  of  chickens 
raised  often  has  been  smaller  than  this  association  would  suggest.  1/  This 
may  be  a  consequence  of  the  greater  specialization  in  egg  production,  and  the 
pressure  on  ccanmercial  producers  to  use  their  facilities  fully  regardless  of 
current  market  conditions.    Further,  the  extremely  low  egg  prices  in  the  year 
ending  September  1957  niay  have  some  effect  in  deterring  e3q)ansion. 

About  Same  Number  of 
Turkeys  Intended 
For  1958  Crop 

Farmers  intend  to  raise  about  as  many  turkeys  in  1958  as  the  1957 
record  crop  of  8O.6  million  birds.    Intended  changes  are  a  cut  of  11  percent 
from  the  13.3  million  Beltsville  and  similar  small  birds  raised  last  year,  no 
change  from  the  ik.S  million  white-feathered  heavy  turkeys,  and  an  increase  of 
k  percent  from  the  k2.3  million  Bronze  turkeys  of  1957-     (Table  10.) 


1/  This  occurred  during  a  period  of  widely  fluctuating  egg  prices  and  egg- 
feed  price  ratios,  which  for  the  most  part  were  considerably  below  the  average 
of  the  preceding  10  years.    See  table  9. 
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These  stated  intentions  differ  from  the  current  (but  admittedly  sketchy) 
indications  of  reductions  that  can  be  gleaned  from  reports  of  hatchings  and  egg 
settings  to  date,  puHorum  testings,  and  farmers*  intentions  to  keep  breeder 
turkeys.    These  early-season  data  can  be  surnmarized  as  follows: 


Item 

',          Volxome,  cxirrent  season,  as  a 
]                                 year  before 

percent  of 

,  Beltsville- 
\     type  turkeys 

.  White -feathered 
heavy  turkeys 

: 

Bronze 
,  turkeys 

;  Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Hatchings,  Sept -Dec.  ; 

:  52 

84 

76 

Eggs  in  incubators,  Jan.  1  ; 

72 

78 

86 

Breeders  tested,  July  1  ; 

to  date  : 

83 

68 

95 

Intentions  (Oct  l)  on  ; 

size  of  Jan.  1  breeder  ; 

flock  : 

:  87 

78 

100 

Intentions  to  raise  ; 

turkeys  ; 

89 

100 

lOli- 

On  February  Ih,  information  will  be  available  on  the  number  of  breeder  hens  on 
farms,  January  1. 

Turkey  Prices  Rose  after 
Thanksgiving  but  Mostly 
Still  Below  Year -ago 

Turkey  prices,  particularly  for  hens  and  other  Frnial  1  birds,  began  an 
increase  after  Thanksgiving  that  continued  through  early  December.  Although 
below  their  December  peak,  prices  for  hens  and  Belt sville -type  birds  in  early 
January  were  about  the  same  as  last  year,  but  toms  continued  below  early  1957 • 
(Table  l4.)    The  average  price  at  the  farm  for  all  turkeys  in  mid -December  1957 
was  2k,S  cents  per  pound,  3  cents  under  the  previous  December.    Fsurmers'  prices 
in  the  last  quarter,  of  1957  averaged  23.6  cents  (simple  average),  coiHpared  with 
26.2  cents  in  the  same  months  of  the  year  before. 

The  record  1957  crop  of  80.6  million  turkeys,  5  percent  larger  than  in 
1956,  mainly  explains  the  reduced  price.  Storage  holdings  on  hand  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1956  also  were  record  large.  After  allowing  for  further  additions  to 
storage  holdings,  to  a  new  record  at  the  beginning  of  1958,  per  capita  turkey 
siipplies  for  consumption  in  1957  were  5.8  pounds  per  person,  compared  with  an 
average  consun5)tion  of  ^.k  po\mds  in  1956. 
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To  a  greater  extent  than  in  any  other  recent  year,  chain  stores 
stocked  and  advertised  tiirkeys  in  1957  during  the  spring  and  summer,  as  well 
as  during  fall  holiday  months.    With  the  usixal  year-round  use  of  turkeys 
by  restaurants  and  institutions  and  year-round  promotion,  pre-holiday  dis- 
appearance va.s  greater  than  in  any  preceding  year.    But  the  large  early-season 
consumption  was  accompanied  by  much  lower  prices  than  in  previous  years,  and 
the  gross  receipts  from  turkeys  marketed  in  1957  are  lower  than  in  195^. 

On  JanuEiry  1  tijirkey  stocks  of  I78  million  pounds  were  16  million 
pounds  larger  than  the  1957  record  for  that  date,  and  22  million  pounds  above 
the  average  peak. storage  holdings  for  the  preceding  5  crops .    A  private 
survey  Indicated  39  million  pounds  more  toms  in  storage  on  October  1  than  a 
year  earlier,  but  fewer  hens.    Particularly  in  light  of  recent  greater  price 
strength, compared  with  last  year,  for  hens  and  small  turkeys  than  for  toms, 
these  stocks  probably  continue  more  heavily  weighted  with  toms  than  usual. 
The  toms  in  storage  are  used  by  restaurants,  institutions,  and  other  large- 
scale  food  outlets. 


Continued  Large  Output 
of  Commercial  Broilers 

Broiler  prices  at  the  farm  level  rose  sharply  in  January  from  the  1957 
mid-month  low  of  16.3  cents  per  pound  reported  for  mid-December.    The  mid- 
December  price  in  1956  was  l6,6  cents,  and  in  mid- January  1957  it  was  I8.0 
cents.    In  the  first  week  of  January  195^^  local  prices  in  most  important 
broiler  producing  areas  were  above  year-ago  levels,  except  in  California 
(table  15')    There,  broilers  were  k  cents  per  pound  under  the  year  before,  a 
change  attributed  to  larger  in-shipments  of  dressed  poultry. 

In  most  areas,  heavier  than  usual  mortality  was  reported.    This  has 
reduced  broiler  supplies  cortrpared  with  preceding  placements,  and  is  a  factor 
in  the  strengthened  prices  of  early  January. 

At  least  through  March,  production  will  continue  at  record  levels  for 
the  season.    Weekly  chick  placements  since  November  1,  and  recent  egg  settings, 
have  generally  been  8-11  percent  above  a  year  earlier.    Weekly  chick  place- 
ments averaged  about  25  million  weekly  during  December,  up  from  2h  million 
weekly  in  October  when  placements  were  the  lowest  of  the  year.  December 
marketings,  which  brought  the  lowest  price  of  the  year,  were  largely  from  late 
September  and  October  placements. 

Recent  egg  settings  have  continued  at  a  high  level  despite  a  reported 
tightening  of  hatching  egg  supply  for  broiler-type  chicks.    When  hatching 
eggs  become  scarce,  the  industry  may  adjust  (l)  by  setting  eggs  smaller  than 
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the  frequent  22-ounce  per  dozen  minimum;  (2)  "by  holding  breeder  flocks  longer; 
and  (3)  by  accepting  eggs  from  second-generation  flocks  rather  than  going 
back  to  the  prime  breeder  for  each  new  generation  of  layers.    Five  to  seven 
months  ago,  sales  of  pullet  chicks  from  the  hatcheries  of  10  large  prime 
breeders  were  below  the  year  before  and  this  affects  the  number  of  breeder- 
layers  now  maturing.    This  does  not  necessarily  indicate  a  continued  shortage 
of  hatching  eggs,  however,  for  the  potential  maximum  supply  of  eggs  suitable  for 
setting  usually  exceeds  the  quantity  actually  set. 

Broiler  output  for  1957  vas  probably  about  6  percent  above  the 
l,3'+5  million  produced  in  1956,  estimated  on  the  basis  of  broiler  placement 
data  from  22  States.   With  larger  output  but  with  average  prices  down  about 
2  or  3    percent  from  the  195^  weighted  average  of  I9.6  cents  per  pound,  the 
likely  result  was  an  increase  of  about  3  or  4  percent  from  the  8^0  million 
dollar  gross  income  from  broilers  in  1956.    Despite  the  23  percent  increase 
in  production  in  1956,  the  value  of  output  in  that  year  was  slightly  below 
the  Qhk  million  dollar  gross  income  in  the  peak  year  of  1955 • 


Issue  dates  for  The  Poultry  and  Egg 
Situation  are:    January,  March,  May,  July, 
September,  and  November.    The  next  issue  is 
scheduled  for  release  March  25 ,  1958. 
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Table  3    . — Eggs:    Farm  production,  farm  prices  (including  seasonal  adjustment), 
retail  prices,  axid  per  capita  disappearance,  monthly,  January  195^  to  date 


Civilian 

Prices 

and  related  data 

u.  s. 

per 
capita 
disap- 
pearance 
(shell 

only) 

U.  S.  average  price 

Seasonal 

average 

Farm- 

lYiOIl  bil 

Production 
on  farms 

received  by  farmers 

adjust- 
ment 

retail 
price. 

retail 
price 

As 

reported 

Seasonally 
adjusted 

factor 

u 

per 
dozen 
(AMS) 

spread 
2/ 

Million 

cases 

E^gs 

Cents 

Cents 

Percent 

Cents 

Cents 

195^^ 

January 

lk.2 

31.3 

46.3 

48.7 

95 

65.1 

17.4 

February 

13.9 

28.2 

45.7  • 

52.5 

87 

64.3 

17.2 

March 

16.4 

31.2 

38.7 

44.5 

87 

56.7 

16.8 

April 

15.6 

30.4 

35.0 

40.2 

87 

53.8 

17.8 

May 

15.1 

30.1 

33.1 

37.6 

88 

52.2 

18.1 

June 

13.1 

26.7 

33.0 

36.7 

90 

50.9 

16.9 

July 

12.1 

27.4 

34.5     .  . 

34.8 

99 

54.6 

19.1 

August 

11.6 

27.1 

37-4 

'  35.0 

107 

58.0 

19.5 

September 

11.7 

26.8 

33.8 

29.9 

113 

56.0 

21.2 

October 

12.7 

29.3 

32.4 

27.9 

116 

56.1 

22.7 

November 

13.1 

30.5 

33-9 

29.5 

115 

54.6 

19.7 

December 

lk.2 

32.4 

32.7 

29.2 

112 

51.5 

17.8 

1955 

January 

1^.5 

31.2 

32.2 

34.3 

.  50.1 

16.9 

February 

13.6 

27.9 

39-6 

46.0 

86 

57.8 

17-1 

March 

15.9 

30.9 

39-8 

45.2 

88 

59.0  . 

18.1 

April 

15.7 

28.3 

35.9  ■ 

40.3 

89 

53.3 

16.3 

May 

15.5 

28.4 

33.8 

37.6 

90 

51.6 

16.8 

June 

13.8 

26.8 

33.8 

37-1 

91 

51.5 

16.7 

July 

12.8 

27.2 

35-2 

35.2 

100 

55.0 

18.7 

August 

11.9 

27.3 

39-5 

36.6 

108 

61.4 

20.8 

September 

11.8 

27.2 

43.8  ., 

39.5 

111 

64.4 

19-3 

October 

12.9 

29.3 

43.0 

37-7 

114 

64.1 

19.9 

November  : 

13-0 

29.9 

43.4  ■ 

38.1 

114 

62.4 

17.7 

December  ; 

13.8 

31.2 

47.2 

42.5 

111 

66.2 

17.7 

1956 

J  anuary 

Ih.h 

30.8 

46.6 

,  49.6 

.  94 

65.5 
58.0 

17.5 

February  : 

14.3 

28.8 

40.2  ■ 

46.7 

86 

16.6 

March 

16.0 

31.0 

39.6 

44.5 

69 

58.1 

17.3 

April 

15.6 

28.5 

38.5  ' 

42.8 

90 

56.5 

16.8 

May  ; 

15.5 

27.6 

37.6 

41.3 

91 

55.6 

17.0 

June 

13.8 

25.7 

36.4 

39-6 

92 

54.0 

16.6 

July  : 

13-2 

27.5 

36.6 

37.0 

99 

55.9 

18.3 

August 

12.7 

27.0 

36.9 

34.2 

108 

56.8 

18.8 

September 

12.4 

27.1 

38.6    ■  ■ 

:  34.8 

111 

'  58.9 

19.1 

October 

13.5 

29.1 

38.1    '  ■ 

33.7 

113 

59.5 

20.3 

November 

13.6 

29.4 

37.2 

32.9 

113 

57.5 

19.2 

December 

l4.7 

31.5 

37.1 

33-7 

110 

56.2 

18.0 

1957 

January 

14.9 

30.6 

33.2 

35.3 

92^ 

52.0 

17.8 

February 

l4.0 

27.2 

32.8 

37.3 

88 

52.5 

18.7 

March 

16.4 

30.3 

30.6 

34.0 

90 

49.5 

18.0 

April 

15.9 

28.4 

30.8 

.  33.8 

91 

48.9 

17.2 

May 

15.7 

27.8 

29.0 

31.9 

91 

47.2 

17.3 

June 

l4.0 

25.7 

29.0 

31.5 

■92 

46.0 

16.1 

July 

13.3 

26.5 

32.1 

32.4 

99 

51-9 

18.8 

August 

12.7 

26.7 

36.3 

33.6 

108 

56.0 

18.6 

September 

12.3 

26,1 

40.0 

36.0 

111 

61.0 

19.8 

October 

12.8 

3/27.3 

43.0 

38.4 

112 

21.0 

November 

12.7 

3/27.5 

45.3 

4l.2 

110 

17.6 

December 

14.0 

44.4 

41.1 

108 

1/'  For  January  1958  and  the  following  months  through  June  1958,  the  seasonal  adjustment  factors  are 
respectively:    96,     9I,     9I,    91,     9I,  and  92,    2/  Includes  allowance  for  breakage  and  loss. 
3/  Preliminary.  ..  ,      ,  • 
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Table  5  • — Frozen  egg,  by  types:     Stocks  and  New  York  wholesale  prices  per  pound, 

1955  "to  date,  with  comparisons 


Item 


Albumen  : 
Stocks  on  first 


of  month 

:  1955 

:Mil.  lb,: 

25 

21 

20 

25 

37 

50 

5k 

1^-7 

37 

30 

23 

:  1956 

:    do.  : 

17 

11 

9 

15 

25 

39 

50 

52 

50 

k5 

:  1957 

:    do.  : 

28 

26 

2k 

26 

33 

^3 

53 

56 

52 

k6 

39 

32 

Average  prices, 
first  full  week 
of  month 


Yolk: 
Stocks  on  first 


of  month 

:  1955 

:Mil.  lb.: 

18 

16 

17 

23 

32 

^3 

50 

^9 

k6 

i;l 

35 

29 

:  1956 

:    do.  : 

23 

18 

15 

20 

29 

38 

kk 

h6 

38 

32 

26 

:  1957 

:    do .  : 

20 

17 

15 

17 

23 

29 

35 

39 

36 

31 

26 

21 

Average  prices, 
first  full  week 

of  month  1/ 


Mixed  whole: 
Stocks  on  first 


Average  prices, 
first  full  week 
of  month  3/ 


Year 


1958 


1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 


1958 


1958 


1955 
1956 

1957 
1958 


Unit 


do. 


Ct. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 


1955  : 

Ct. 

:  53 

1956  : 

do. 

:  5^ 

1957  : 

do. 

:  53 

1958  : 

do. 

:  2/ 

do. 


Ct. 

do. 
do. 

do. 


Jan. 


:Feb. 


:Mar. 


:Apr. 


May; 


June; 


July; 


Aug. 


Sept. 


:Oct. 


Nov. 


26 


15^  20 


21  18| 
27?  23i 
16-i     15i   IH  Ih 


27 


28 


15^-17 


19    I9I    21  20 
2ki  23t    23  22^ 
Ik    12|    12|  12 


2li 
2l| 
Ik 


23i 

21 

Ik 


16 


53  58i  50f 
5^    53  50| 

52i  5ii  m 


53  52  52  51 
51^  k9h  5lf  53 
52    5li   52i  2/ 


52f 
53f 
52i 


53f 
53i 


29 


26 


32f 

3ki  33i 
25t  26i 
28^-31 


32i  28i 
31I 


29f  28|-  29  29  7/8  29h 
33i  32     32^  32  31x 


26   25  7/8  26   25f   2ki  26 


28 


30i 
30! 
29 


Dec. 


23i  2ki 

18|  17I 
15  17 


54  5h 

5H  5^ 
54  2/ 


of  month 

:  1955 

:Mil.  lb.: 

29 

25 

23 

32 

52 

71 

81 

82 

78 

69 

56 

kk 

:  1956 

:    do.  : 

29 

19 

15 

22 

35 

56 

69 

71 

69 

63 

5k 

kk 

:  1957 

:    do.  : 

3h 

28 

23 

30 

k6 

63 

72 

73 

68 

62 

51 

ko 

29  31 

28i  28i 

30  32 


1/  Highest  color  quoted. 

2/  Insufficient  wholesale  sales  to  report  prices. 
3/  "Spring  pack"  whenever  quoted  separately. 

"Unclassified"  frozen  egg  is  not  included  in  this  table. 
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Table 6    .-Storage  stocks  of  frozen  egg:    First -of -month.  United  States,  I950  to  date; 

weekly,  35  cities,  April  1957  to  date 


Year 

:    Jan.  : 

Feb.  : 

Mar.  : 

Apr.  : 

May 

June  : 

July  : 

Aug. 

:  : 
1    Sept . : 

*  • 

♦  • 

Oct.  : 

Nov, 

:  Dec. 

!  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

!  lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a)  Monthly,  U.  S. 

1950 

5h 

55 

73 

117 

155 

180 

188 

175 

155 

133 

IOI+ 

76 

1951 

hi 

31 

33 

62 

109 

163 

190 

191 

176 

151 

122 

95 

1952  i 

67 

53 

61 

Sk 

ni 

II+6 

166 

163 

11+4 

121+ 

95 

72 

1953  : 

50 

35 

1+2 

65 

99 

132 

160 

153 

133 

110 

87 

61 

195*+  : 

k2 

38 

k2 

92 

136 

167 

186 

181 

161 

139 

118 

95 

1955  : 

75 

66 

63 

81+ 

126 

171 

19I+ 

195 

180 

155 

128 

101 

1956  : 

51 

k2 

61 

95 

lliO 

172 

177 

168 

152 

132 

109 

1957  : 

err 

75 

66 

78 

108 

ll+O 

167 

177 

165 

II+7 

121+ 

99 

1958  : 

75 

Weeks  : 

1958 

(b)  Weekly,  35 

cities 

1^57 

First 

kk 

i+5 

72 

92 

98 

92 

82 

72 

56 

Second 

1+8 

63 

76 

93 

97 

90 

80 

68 

52 

Third 

53 

66 

81 

96 

96 

88 

77 

65 

1^9 

Fourth 

56 

69 

86 

97 

95 

85 

75 

62 

1^7 

Fifth 

89 

93 

59 

Table    7   .-Monthly  hatchings  of  replacement -type  chicks,  available  data,  193^  to  date, 
euid  replacement -tj-pe  eggs  in  incubators,  December  1957,  and  chickens  raised, 

I95I+  to  date.  United  States 


Item 

1951^ 

:  1955 

i       1956  1/ 

:        1957  2/ 

i  1958 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Percent 

Hatchings 

3/(110) 

January 

32.9 

39.3 

32.1 

February 

71.2 

81+. 0 

58.9 

March 

I+/2OI.5 

11+8.8 

11^9.5 

ni+.i 

April 

5/193.9 

163.9 

159.1^ 

136.5 

May 

5/111.5 

107.9 

108.8 

93.1 

Jime 

y  33.9 

32.7 

31+ .7 

31.0 

July 

II+.9 

15.1^ 

11+.2 

August 

12.6 

1I+.3 

12.1+ 

September 

ll+.l 

11+.8 

14.5 

October 

16.6 

17.1 

15.9 

November 

15.5 

1I+.7 

11+. 3 

December 

17.5 

15.9 

17.9 

Qtotal,  calendar  year 

61+6.6 

667.9  . 

555.0 

Total,  12  months 

ending  July  of 

given  year 

685.3 

556.9 

Chickens  raised. 

calendar  year 

!  5I+O.O 

1+61.9 

1+78.6 

2/391+.3 

1/  Revised. 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Eggs  in  incubators  first  of  month  as  a  percentage  of  preceding  year. 
5/  Derived. 
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Table  8  . — Weekly  hatchings  of  replacement-type  (light-breed)  chicks,  California, 
1953  to  date,  and  weekly  egg  settings,  1957  to  date 


Hatchings 


1957 


1958^ 


Week 
ending 

y 

1953 

195it 

• 

1955 

■ 

:  1956 

.Hatchings 

■"00 
settings 
3/ 

',  Hatchings . 
:  '• 

■'-'oo 

set'tings 

3/ 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Jan.  5 

1,247 

1,015 

1,129 

005 

1,  lo2 

953 

1,290 

12 

946 

1,190 

959 

1,145 

1,136 

1, 468 

1,164 

1,  hbl 

962 

1,179 

916 

1,096 

1,067 

1,3^3 

1,5^1 

26 

975 

1,289 

902 

1,060 

945 

1,203 

1,259 

Feb.  2 

1,157 

1,494 

1,113 

1,207 

1, 004 

1,207 

1,384 

9 

1,228 

l,4l9 

1,120 

1,152 

1,082 

1, 410 

16 

l,28o 

1,538 

1,252 

1,2d6 

1,160 

1,518  ■ 

23 

1,  U12 

1,605 

1,333 

1,097 

1,029 

1,^03 

■  y 

Mar.  2 

1,601 

1,713 

1,550 

1,333 

1,275 

1,676 

9 

1,553 

1,7^2 

1,434 

1,3^3 

1,384 

1  DQi 

1,881 

16 

1,512 

1,694 

1,578 

1,379 

1,425 

1,857  , 

23 

1,  U21 

1,691 

1,307 

1,17*+ 

1,226 

1,609 

30 

1,300 

1,690 

1,391 

1,303 

1,153 

1,5^*+ 

Apr.  6 

1,33b 

1, 526 

1,256 

1,^13 

l,24l 

1,674 

13 

1,177 

1,567 

1,333 

1,205 

961 

1,356 

20 

1,155 

l,3'<-5 

1,2*4-3 

1,216 

1,043 

1, 424 

27 

97 1+ 

1, 124 

1,042 

1,080 

945 

1,319 

May  i)- 

059 

1,061 

1,005 

1,122 

1,077 

1,375  ... 

......     ... . 

11 

0I3 

905 

o20 

1,031 

897 

1,228 

Itt 

732 

005 

832 

953 

1,033 

1,362 

25 

000 

.>  722 

0O5 

905 

793 

1,105  .- 

June  1 

oyl 

:..  769 

009 

964 

857 

1,205  ■ 

Q 

0 

.690 

675 

o*t2 

9l^9 

969 

1,332 

1? 

670  ' 

... 

815 

917 

853 

1, 188 

dd 

r-  r 

569 

573 

7^ 

.  780 

1,072 

29 

5^12 

693 

821 

760 

1,049 

July  6 

500 

637 

657 

 792 

760 

l,04l 

13 

564 

672 

•  7^7 

776 

660 

937 

20 

550 

601 

609 

766 

720 

1,008  . 

( 

521 

64o 

70^  . 

772  ^ 

660 

932 

Aug.  3 

490 

6O5 

681 , 

043 

■  091 

980 

511 

770 

705 

1,009 

If 

53^ 

 -,.666 

679  . 

776 

1,077 

0)1 

57'<- 

660  : 

699 

660 

892 

31 

593 

659 

;  644, 

858 

851 

1,199 

bep 0 .  ( 

637 

676, 

778 

802 

1,138 

it- 

o2o 

701 

776 

832 

803 

1,095  . 

641 

598 

751 

772 

069 

1,204 

6I7 

633 

740 

752 

798 

1,089 

Oct.  5 

593 

612 

777 

807 

742 

1,061 

lie 

625 

578 

:839 

725 

.737 

1,005  . 

19 

629 

53^ 

861 

872 

851 

1,174 

CD 

625 

511 

871 

769 

735 

1,024 

Nov. 

707  - 

527 

822 

732  . 

809 

1,076 

Q 

720 

563 

697 

7^9 

765 

1,000 

16 

713 

538 

837 

766 

803 

1,099 

23 

667 

.I463 

756 

756 

81A 

1,102 

30 

802  ... 

620 

-      :  961 

860 

878 

1,136 

Dec.  7 

831 

621 

895 

850 

.915 

1,230 

li+ 

890 

709 

851^  • 

8J*8 

886 

1,118  : 

21 

735  ■ 

.  1»89 

909 

.  887 

1,147 

28 

880 

837 

909 

859 

802 

1,115 

Total 

41|,000 

48,024 

48,078 

49,601 

^7,^+15 

63,886 

1/  Dates  are  for  1957-    Comparable  weeks  for  other  years.    2/  Revised.     3/  Eggs  to  hatch  in  given 
week:    Reported  settings  are  entered  in  this  table  according  to  the  week  the  eggs  will  hatch,  rather 
than  according  to  the  date  they  were  set . 
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TalDle  9       Egg-feed  price  ratio,  farmers'  intentions  to  raise  chickens,  chickens 
raised,  and  pullets  on  farms,  United  States,  1925  to  date 


Percentage  of  preceding  year 

Egg-feed 

price 

Pullets 

Egg-feed 

Year 

ratio 

Farmers ' 

price 

Pullets 

(weighted 

raised 

January  1 

intentions 

ratio 

Chickens 

on  farms. 

average ) 

following 

to  raise 

(weighted 

raised 

January  1 

chickens 

average ) 

following 

Lb . 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1925  : 

12.9 

679 

103 

1926  : 

13.5 

718 

105 

106 

1927  : 

13.^ 

750 

99 

101+ 

1928 

12.2 

700 

91 

93 

1929 

13.1 

751 

253 

107 

107 

1930 

13.8 

777 

2I+I+ 

105 

103 

96 

1931  : 

10.6 

709 

230 

77 
1  1 

oh 

1932 

11.6 

736 

237 

109 

101+ 

103 

IQ^^ 

7S0 

2^8 

123 

102 

100 

I93h 

10.9 

61+i+ 

212 

76 

86 

89 

1935 

11.4 

658 

226 

105 

102 

107 

1936 

13.1 

715 

2I+9 

115 

109 

110 

1937 

9.4 

601 

215 

72 

81+ 

86 

1938 

11. i+ 

651 

21+2 

108 

121 

108 

113 

1939 

12.6 

697 

251+ 

108 

111 

107 

105 

19^0 

lo.h 

63I+ 

21+0 

96 

83 

91 

91^ 

19^+1 

11.5 

7I+5 

278 

111 

J  L\J 

19^2 

13.2 

81+1+ 

319 

112 

115 

113 

115 

iqU^ 

1,001 

116 

111 

119 

110 

19kh 

11.2 

832 

301 

83 

76 

83 

86 

19^5 

12.8 

890 

322 

96 

111+ 

107 

107 

11.9 

738 

281 

86 

93 

83 

87 

19^7 

11.3 

719 

278 

91+ 

85 

97 

99 

191+8 

9.8 

615 

258 

80 

87 

86 

93 

19^9 

12.7 

705 

287 

107 

130 

115 

111 

1950 

9.6 

620 

258 

88 

76 

77 

90 

1951 

11.1+ 

■  623 

261 

96 

119 

101 

101 

1952 

:  9.1 

561 

238 

90 

80 

90 

91 

1953 

:  11.3 

51+8 

255 

96 

12I+ 

98 

107 

195I+ 

:  10.9 

51+0 

257 

100 

96 

99 

101 

1955 

:  9.7 

i+62 

239 

82 

89 

86 

93 

1956 

:  12.1 

1^79 

252 

103 

125  ' 

10I+ 

105 

1957  2/ 

:     9.1(10.1+)  394 

91 

75 

82 

1958  3/ 

(13.5) 

(130) 

ij  V/eights  are  as  follows:     Preceding  Novemher,  1;  preceding  December,  2;  January,  3i 
February,  h;  March,  5;  April,  3;  May^  1«    2/  Preliminary.    ^  For  1958,  November  and 
December;  comparable  1957  in  parentheses. 
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Table  10. — Turkeys:    NiJmbers  raised,  1953  to  date.  United  States, 
and  intentions  to  raise  turkeys,  by  regions,  1958 


Heavy  breed 

Light 

All 

lear  clucl  region 

T.n-i  -;  -f-  £v 

wni  oe 

(jTiner  j 

Total 

breed 

turkeys 

1  / 

y.  . 

1  / 

±/  ; 

2/ 

\^  "1  T  T  "1 

jYiixxion 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Numbers  raised  . 

1953 

it3.i^ 

16. 1| 

59.8  : 

1954  . 

i48.5 

19.2 

67.7 

1955                          '  ! 

J48.8 

16.8 

65.6 

1956 

U.  S.  total 

'    1  c;  ft 

63.2 

13-7 

76.9 

North  Atlantic 

X  .0 

i^.l 

0.5 

4.6 

East  North  Central           ■  j 

5o 

8.1+ 

1.7 

10.0 

West  North  Central  ! 

5'  ( 

13- 3 

19.0 

2.6 

21.6 

South  Atlantic  , 

i.y 

li  Q 
4.9 

6.8 

6.0 

12.8     ■  , 

South  Central  : 

p  .0 

7.5 

1.2 

8.7 

Western 

O.T 

16. 7 

17, k 

1.7 

19.2 

1957  3/                             .  ' 

U.  S.  total 

14.8 

52.5 

67.3 

13.3 

80.6 

North  Atlantic 

:  2.2 

1.7 

3.7 

.3 

4.0 

East  North  Central 

:  3.3 

0  .U 

9.2 

1.7 

10.9 

West  North  Central 

:  5.0 

.0 

20.1 

2.1 

22.2 

South  Atlantic  j 

■l-O 

5*9 

6.9 

6.3 

13.2 

South  Central 

'  JL.O 

o.p 

7.9 

1.3 

9.1 

Western 

'  .0 

1  A  )i 
10.  4 

19-5 

1.6 

21.1 

Intentions  to  raise  turkeys  hj 

1958 

U.  S.  total 

69.2 

11.9 

81.1 

North  Atlantic 

3.6 

.2 

3.8 

East  North  Central 

9.6 

1.6 

11.2 

West  North  Central 

21.0 

2.2 

23.2 

South  Atlantic 

6.6 

5.7 

12.2 

South  Central 

7.3 

1.3 

8.6 

Western 

21.1 

11.9 

22.0 

1/  Derived. 


2/  Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 

3/  Preliminary. 

4/  As  of  January,  I958. 
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Table  11. — Turkey  poults:    Monthly  hatchings  in  commercial  hatcheries,  available 
data,  September  1953  to  date,  and  calendar  year  totals  of  turkeys  raised. 

United  States 


Year 

Sept. 

;  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Number 
raised 

y 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

(a)  All  turkeys 

1953-5^^ 

0.5 

.k 

.7 

1-7 

3.0 

5.0 

11.2 

16.2 

16.7 

10.8 

3-9 

1.4 

67.7 

1954-55 

0.7 

•-7 

•  7 

•£! 

2.6 

3.8 

8.9 

14.6 

17.2 

J_L.D 

4-3 

1-5 

05.0 

1955-56 

0.6 

.5 

.9 

1.9 

2.9 

5.7 

12.4 

17.8 

19.6 

13.4 

5.3 

1.8 

76.9 

1956-57 

0.7 

.7 

1-5 

3.1 

k.l 

6.6 

12.8 

18.3 

19.6 

12.7 

4.7 

1.6 

2/80.6 

1957-58 

0.6 

.5 

.9 

2.1 

(b)  Light-breed  turkeys 

1953-5^ 

o.k 

.k 

.7 

1.3 

1.8 

1.7 

1.8 

2.3 

3-3 

3.0 

2.4 

1.3 

19.2 

1  oc:)i 
-1-^54-55 

U.  ( 

•7 
•  1 

X  •  u 

-L.  ( 

1.4 

1.1 

1.1 

1.8 

2.4 

c.  .0 

ft 

1955-56 

O.k 

.3 

.5 

.9 

.9 

.8 

1.0 

1.6 

2.4 

2.5 

2.2 

1.1 

13.7 

1956-57 

O.k 

.3 

.7 

1.1 

1.0 

.8 

1.0 

1.4 

2.3 

2.2 

1.9 

.9 

2/13.3 

1957-58 

0.2 

.2 

.3 

.6 

(c)  All  heavy-breed  turkeys 

1953-5i^ 

|// 

3/ 

0.1 

•  3 

1.2 

3.k 

9.4 

13.9 

13.4 

7.7 

1.4 

.1 

48.5 

195^55 

3/ 

0.1 

.2 

.5 

1.2 

2.7 

7.8 

12.8 

14.8 

9.0 

•  3 

lift  A 

1955-56 

0.1 

.2 

.4 

1.0 

2.0 

4.9 

11.4 

16.3 

17.2 

11.0 

3.1 

.7 

63.2 

1956-57 

0.3 

.4 

.8 

2.0 

3.1 

5.8 

11.8 

16.9 

17.2 

10.5 

2.8 

.7 

2/67.3 

1957-58 

0.3 

.k 

.7 

l.i+ 

(d)  Light-feathered  heavy-breed  turkeys 

1955-56 

it/ 

h/ 

iiy' 

it/ 

0.9 

1.2 

1.9 

3.0 

3-7 

2.8 

1.6 

•  7 

15.8 

1956-57 

0.3 

^k 

.0 

.9 

1.0 

1.1 

1.6 

2.5 

3.5 

2.6 

1.3 

.6 

2/14.8 

1957-58 

0.3 

.3 

.5 

.7 

(e)  Other  heavy-breed  turkeys 

1955-56 

V 

y 

V 

V 

1.1 

3.8 

9.5 

13.3 

13.5 

8.2 

1.5 

3/ 

47.4 

1956-57 

0.2 

1.1 

2.1 

k.l 

10.2 

14.4 

14.0 

.  7.9 

1.6 

.1 

2/52.5 

1957-58 

0.1 

.2 

.8 

1/  In  calendar  year  beginning  January. 
2/  Less  than  O.O5. 
3/  Preliminary. 

%l  Reported  series  began  January  1956. 
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Table  12 .-Turkeys  raised  and  related  data;  available  data,  1930  to  date   .  ■  ; 


:       Absolute  numbers 

Change  frm  prepeding  year 

Turkey - 

: 

Number 

Percent 

feed 

:Turkey- 

: Breeder 

•  TS  IT*      V  — 

•'Rt'/^p^i^  ay* 

Year 

price 

: Turkeys 

:  feed 

:hens  on 

Turkeys 

•  feed 

.  inten— 

•  Vi(=»T*lC  fMl 

•  IX^  i  IP  UJLl 

ratio 

l,cuXUo  > 

s raised 

:  price 

:  farms. 

raised 

•  price 

•  "fci  nne 

•    X  cu.  mo  f 

:  2/ 

J  ratio 

:Jan.  1 

2/ 

•  -Tn.Ti  1 

1/ 

:  iZ 

:  2/ 

1/ 

:  MIX* 

Lb. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

T  V. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

a. 

All  turkeys 

1930 

J  17 

11.2 

-1 

-1.9 

-6 

?  -15  , 

■■■■      '  > 

1931 

18 

10.7 

1 

-U.  5 

5 

-4 

1932 

!  22 

14.6 

■  ■ :      ^  V  ■ 

3'9 

22 

36 

1933 

!  23 

11.7 

'  ■  '':  ■■=, 

■  "  1 

-2.9 

-  ■  -  -1, ,   .  C 

-20 

I93i^ 

22 

8.0 

-2 

-3.7 

-( 

-32  , 

\   ■  ' 

1935 

21 

7.6 

-X 

-.4 

^-4 

-5 

1930 

:  2o 

12.2 

7 

4.0 

34 

61 

1937 

26 

6.6 

3-5 

-<£ 

-p.o 

-8 

-46 

1930 

27 

10.7 

3-2 

X 

)i  1 
4.1 

-0.3 

4 

62 

6 

-1 

1939 

3** 

12.5 

3-9 

7 

1.0 

.7 

25 

17 

27 

21 

34 

9.4 

4.6 

If 

-3.1 

.7 

1 

-25 

5 

18 

33 

9.4 

3.8 

-1 

U 

-.8 

-4 

0 

-3 

-16 

19^2 

33 

10.1 

4.0 

3/ 

•  7 

.1 

V 

I  ^  .. 

8 

3  ^ 

I9I+3 

32 

12.4 

3.9 

-1 

2.3 

-.1 

-2 

\  23 

12 

-2 

19i^i^ 

35 

11.3 

4.2 

3 

-1.1 

.3 

10 

-9 

2 

0 

0  ■:' 

19^5 

43 

11.8 

4.5 

A 

•  5 

.3 

22  ; 

4 

Q 

7 

19*K)  ! 

40 

11.1 

4.8 

-3 

-•7 

.3 

-6 

-6 

-5 

7  ■ 

1947 

10.2 

3.8 

-0 

-•9 

-1.1 

-15 

Q 
-0 

-16 

-22  ; 

32 

I'l 

2.5 

-2.5 

-1.2 

-7 

-25 

-lo 

-33  - 

1949 

41 

13.1 

3.1 

XU 

?.4 

.6 

31 

70 

25 

24 

1950  ! 

10.2 

3-3 

3 

-2.9 

.1 

8 

-22 

1 

.  j4 

T  OCT 

1951  : 

53 

9.0 

3.2 

9 

-1.2 

.1 

20 

-12 

1  , 

■:'>.2  - 

1952 

62 

9.2 

3.7 

9 

»d 

.5 

17 

2 

11 

15 

1953  ! 

60 

8.2 

3.2 

-3 

-1.0 

-.5 

-4 

-11 

-8 

-l4 

I95U  ; 

68 

9.1 

3.1 

Q 

.9 

-.1 

13 

11 

7 

-2 

1955     ,  ! 

66 

7.5 

3.0 

-2 

-1.6 

-.1 

-3 

-18 

-4 

-3 

1956  5/  ! 

77 

9.0 

3.2 

U 

1.5 

.2 

17 

20 

6 

7 

1957  5/  ! 

81 

7.5 

3.6 

1, 
4 

-1.5 

.4 

5 

-17 

10 

12 

1950  : 

1 

6/.1 

b.  Heavy -breed  turkeys 

1953  ! 

43 

2.7 

6/-2 

'X  -3 

1954  ; 

49 

2.4 

-.3 

12 

6 

-9  ^ 

1955  ! 

49 

2.5 

■3/ 

t( 

3/ 

1 

-  0 

1956  5/  ! 

63 

2.8 

14 

.3 

29 

14 

12 

1957  5/  ! 

67 

3.2 

4 

.4 

6 

13 

x9>o  ! 

6/-2 

c.  Light -breed  tvirkeys 

J-yPj  < 

16 

0.5 

6/-9 

-23 

195^^  ! 

19 

.7 

3 

.2 

17 

9 

40 

1955  : 

17 

.5 

-2 

-.1 

-12 

-u 

-19  ;. 

1956  iJ  ! 

14 

.5 

-3 

-.1 

-18  ■ 

-16 

-14  ^ 

1957  1/  : 

13 

3/ 

3/ 

-3  ^ 

^;  -3 

-2  -• 

1958  : 

-IL 

1/  Weighted  average  of  monthly  ratios  as  follows:    1930-44,  preceding  October,  1;  preceding 
November,  4;  preceding  December,  4;  January,  1.      19^5  to  date,  preceding  October,  2j  preceding 
November,  4j  preceding  December,  3 J  Janusiry,  1.      2/  Computed  from  unrotmded  data.    3/  Chaxige 
smaller  than  0.5.    4/  Less  than  O.O5.    5/  Preliminary.    6/  Derived. 
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Table  ih,-  Turkey  prices,  per  pound:    Selected  series,  June  1953  to  date 


JANUARY  1958 


Season 

June  : 

July 

:  Aug. 

:  Sept. 

:    Oct.  : 

Nov. 

:      Dec .  : 

Jan.     :    Feb.  : 

Mar. 

:  Apr. 

May 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Csnts 

(a)  Average  farm  price, 

mid -month  (li 

ve).  United  States 

1953-5i^ 

31.7 

32.3 

32.7 

32. h 

33-3 

33.9 

3'*.  5 

33-2  33.9 

33.6 

33-3 

31.0 

195'+-55 

31-3 

28.6 

27.8 

27.6 

27.0 

28.5 

29.6 

27.1*  29-5 

30.  u 

29.7 

28.9 

1955-56 

29-^ 

29.6 

29-5 

31.0 

31.2 

29.8 

30.5 

30.6  31.0 

31.3 

30.8 

30.6 

1956-57 

29.1 

28.6 

28.3 

26.7 

25.9 

25-9 

27.8 

27.6  27-3 

26.0 

26.8 

2k. 9 

1957-58 

23. h 

22.1 

22.6 

22.9 

22.3 

23.6 

24.8 

(b)  Live,  heavy  type  young  toms,  San  Joaquin  Valley, 
California,  first  day  of  month  l/ 


25-26 
25-26 
30-33 
20-21 


26 

25-26 

31 

22 


56-60 
50-52 
48i-52i 
65-65 


61-61* 

5li-53i 
52|-53i 
l*2|-l*3i 


35 

30-31 

31 

29 

23-23? 


2U-25 
28 
28 
17 


28 
30 

27-28 
20 


55-59 
46i-U9 
^^^-53, 
65-65i 
1*0-1*3 


29i-31 
25-25 
27 

25-26 
18-19 


29-29i 
2k 

27-295 

24-26 
21 


28-  29 
22-22^ 

29-  30 
25-25i 

19^ 


28-29 
23-21* 
26J-27 
23-24 

18^-19 


28-29 
23-21* 
26^-27 
26-28 

20-21 


29-30 
21I-23 


17-19 


(c)  Live,  heavy  type  hens,  San  Joaquin  Valley,  California, 
first  day  of  month  l/ 


32 
28 
29 
26^ 
20-21 


32 
28 

30i-31 
27i-28 
21I-22 


33 
28 
34-35 
27-27? 
22 


35-35i 
31-32 
33 
255-26 

22i 


36i-375 
3li-32 
3li-32i 
25i-26 

26^ 


2k 


(d)  Frozen  eviscerated  toms,  heaviest  weights  quoted,  New 
York  City,  first  day  of  month  l/ 


56-  59 

57-  1*9 
51-55 

65i-66 

1*0-1*1 


55-57 
1*7-59 

555-57 
60-61 

375-1*0* 


55-59 
56i-59 
50i-55 

50-52 

38-39i 


53-56 

1*5-58 

1*8-50 

1*3-55^ 

38-50I 


515-55 
k3i-k6 


51-55 
53-55 
53-55 
575-59 
39-1*1 


51-55 
l*l*-l*8 

55-  55 

56-  57 


5li-54 
l+5|-58 

55-55 
l*5-5l*i 


1*95-535 
56-59 

57i-58 
l*5-l*6i 


(e)  Frozen  eviscerated  hens,  12-11*  pounds.  New  York  City,  first  day  of  month  l/^ 


59-61 
51-53 
50-52 
57-l*8i 


33 

27-291 
304-31 
26|-27 

23 


56-59  55-57 
l*5i-58  i*8-59| 
l*8-l*9|  59i-51 
ii6-l*7  1*35-1*1*5 
37-38  375-38 


56-57 
1(7-59 
51-524 
5it-i*4 

38-39 


58-60 
1*95-51 
52-55 
l*lt-l*5 

ko-ko^ 


59-60I 
51-53 
50I-52 
l*l*-55i 
53-55 


60-61^ 

1*8-51 

50-51 

1*2-53 

1*3-1*5 


60-61^ 
56-51 
50-51 
39-1*0 


60-61^ 
1*8-50 
1*95-51 
39|-l*li 


59i-6li 
58-50 
50-51* 

l*2i-53| 


(f)  Live,  Beltsville  Small  Whites,  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia 
and  West  Virginia,  first  day  of  month  l/ 

32-33  33 
26-26*  275-28 
30-30I  3O-30I 
265  25-26 
23  23-23i 

(g)  Live,  heavy  type  toms,  Iowa,  first  Friday  of  month  l/ 


1953-55  :   

30 

30-30* 

29-3I5 

195lt-55  :   

25A 

26 

2l*-24 

23-25 

1955-56  :   

27 

29-31 

30 

26-27 

1956-57  :    28-30  28 

29-30 

25-25* 
19i-20i 

2l*-25 

23-23i 

1957-58  :      —  21 

20 

20-20| 

20 

30-31 
25-25* 

28-28* 

27-30 

22-23 


20-23 


21 


235 


(h)  Live,  heavy  type  hens,  Iowa,  first  Friday  of  month  l/ 


275-28 


32-33 
28 
2I5-22 


34-355 
28 

30*-3li 
28| 

23 


33-35 
30J-30I 
35 

26-26^ 
22-23 


35i-35i 
29-30 
37 

27i-28 

23-21* 


38-38i 
32I-33 
33 

27-27i 
25 


39-1*0 

35-35i 

32-35 

28-28* 

28-28i 


275 


22 


25 


1*9-53* 
1*7*- 50i 
61I-62 

1*2-1*1* 


51*-53i 
535-55 


33-335 

36^ 

375 

37 

35  37 

33 

30 

29 

31-32 

32 

28 

30  30 

30 

31 

30I-31 

3O-31I 

28-28I 

295 

33 

30-31 

29-30 

25 

255-26 

26-27 

26 

26-27  26 

26 

2l*-25 

23-235 

24-25 

30 

25-25 

20-22 
28-30i 


28-28^ 


1/  Or  next  date  when  quotation  is  available. 
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Table  15  • — ^Broilers:    Prices  per  pound,  selected  areas,  January  193^  to  date 


Year 

Jan.  : 

Feb. : 

Meir. 

:  Apr. : 

May  : 

Jiine  : 

July  : 

Aug. : 

Sept. : 

Oct. : 

Nov.  : 

Dec. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

(a 

)  Midnnonth  average  price  received  by  fanners,  live 

195^^  : 

1955  ' 

1956  : 

1957 
1958 

24. 2 
24.4 
20.6 
18.0 

22.6 
25.4 
21.4 

19.4 

23.5 
29.7 
21.9 
19.8 

24.3 
25.4 
20.8 
19.1 

23.7 
27.0 
21.1 
19.4 

24.4 
27.2 
20.2 
20.7 

25.4 

26.5 
21.4 
21.4 

24.9 

26.9 
19.6 
21.0 

23.0 
25.2 
18.2 
18.6 

21.0 
22.0 
17.2 
17.2 

20.1 
21.2 
16.8 
17.1 

19.2 
19.4 
16.6 
16.3 

(b)  Del-Mar-Va,  average  price,  live  l/ 

195^^ 
1955  ' 
1956 

1957  • 
1958 

22.2 
25.1 

21.5 
18.1 
18.8 

20.9 
26.9 
22.9 

20.8 

21.9 
29.8 
22.9 
21.9 

25.1 
32.0 
20.9 
20.2 

21.8 
25.2 
21.2 
19.1 

24.7 
28.1 

19.1 
21.8 

25.3 
28.0 
22.9 
22.1 

25.0 
28.0 

19.3 
21.8 

24.1 

26.9 
18.4 
19.2 

18.0 
20.8 
18.1 
17.0 

21.8 
18.7 
16.4 
16.7 

19.1 
19.7 
17.2 
16.1 

(c)  North  Georgia,  price  at 

farm, 

live  1/ 

195^ 
1955 

1956  : 

1957  . 
1958 

22.0 
22.0 
21.3 
16.4 

17.7 

22.0 

23.7 
21.1 
19.6 

23.3 
28.1 
21.0 
19.8 

23.8 
29.9 
19.6 

19.1 

21.4 

25-3 
20.0 
17.8 

22.2 

26.5 
18.2 
20.1 

24.5 
24.3 
21.4 
20.2 

25.2 
26.0 
18.8 
20.0 

22.6 
25.0 
16.6 
17.6 

18.2 
21.0 
17.0 
15.8 

21.0 
21.1 
16.0 
15.6 

18.7 
18.7 

15.1 
16.2 

^d)  Saji  Joaquin  Valley  of 

California,  coiintry  paying 

price 

1/ 

V93k 

1955 

1956 

1957 
1958 

25.4 
22.4 
21.1 
22.8 
18.9 

26.5 
26.0 
22.1 
19-5 

25.0 
30.6 
21.1 
24.6 

24.5 
33.0 
21.6 
19.2 

24.1 

27.5 
22.0 
19.6 

28.4 
30.0 
22.0 
22.0 

25.5 
28.0 

23.5 
22.0 

28.5 
29.0 
23.0 
22.3 

24.6 
28.1 

21.5 
20.6 

24.0 
23.8 
18.6 
16.5 

24.2 
21.0 
16.4 
16.6 

21.5 
20.7 
17.0 
16.8 

(e)  Chicago, 

eviscerated  broilers 

,  wholesale  1/ 

195^ 

1Q55 

1956 
1957 
1958 

39-7 
35.8 

36.3 
.  29.3 
.  29.2 

37.4 
38.8 

35.9 
33.8 

39.1 
45.2 
35.8 
33.6 

39.2 
47.2 
33.6 
32.5 

36.1 
4l.O 
33-6 
29.4 

37.7 
42.6 
32.0 
33.9 

40.5 
39.8 
35.2 
33.4 

41.1 
42.2 

32.5 
33.6 

37.6 
32.6 
30.1 
30.5 

32.5 
35.2 
28.6 
27.5 

35.4 
34,2 
27.8 
26.8 

32.5 

"^2  2 

26.3 
27.2 

(f)  New  York,  New 

York  dressed 

broilers,  2\ 

lb.,  wholesale  1/ 

195^^ 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 

30.1 

.  31.7 
:  27.4 
:  24.2 
:  24.6 

28.4 

32.7 
27.0 
25.2 

28.6 
35.6 
27.4 
26.8 

32.2 
37.0 
25.0 
25.4 

29.3 
31.2 
26.6 
24.6 

30.6 
35.0 
26.8 
26.5 

31-0 
34.1 
28.1 
27.1 

30.2 
33.0 
24.8 
27.4 

30.2 
33.4 
24.2 
26.8 

25.0 

25.9 
22.8 
22.8 

26.7 
26.8 
21.1 
23.8 

25.0 

24.2 
22.2 
22.8 

1/  First  full  week  of  month. 
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Table  17  .-Turkeys  raised  by  flock  size,  195l|- 
 (Data  for  cover  chart)  


Flock  size  :  Heavy  breeds  :  Light  breeds 


:  Million  Millions 
Under  100                          :                   1.1  0.9 
100-399                           :                  1.1  .7  i 

koo  -799  :  1.2  .5 

800-1,599  :  3.3  1.3 

1,600  and  over  :  33.9  17.9 


Data  from  U,  S.  Census  of  Agricxalture 

Table  l8,-Pxillet  chick  1/  placements  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks 

 (Report  by  10  leading  breeders)  

:  :  :     1957  as  a 

Month  :        1956  :         1957  :  percentage 

:  :  :       of  I956 


:  1,000  1,000 

:  chicks  chicks  Percent 

January    :  1,912  1,886  99  j 

February    :  2,l87  1,997  91 

March    :  2,866  2,538  89 

April    :  2,996  3,033  101 

May    :  2,85^  2,899  102 

June    :  2,298  2,060  90 

Jm2^   :  1,778  1,676  9^* 

August    :  l,881f  1,1^10  75 

September    :  1,861^  1,935  10^^ 

October    :  1,922  2,297  120 

November    :  1,900  1,926  101 

December    :  1,787  2,238  125 

Annual  total    :  26,2hQ  25,895  99 


month  at  the  rate  of  125  pullet  chicks  per  case  of  eggs. 

i 
I 

! 


PES-193 


-  27  - 


1 


JANUARY  1958 


Index  of  Special  Articles,  Features,  and  Selected  Items, 
Poultry  and  Egg  Situation,  1957  * 


Item  Issue  No. 
Backyard  Poultry  Flocks  192 
Broilers 

Structure  of  Industry  192 
Pullets  for  Breeder  Flocks  I90 

By-product  ("Farm") 
Chickens  I91,  192 

Consumption,  per  capita 
Eggs  and  Poultry, 
Annually,  inc'l.  T    ...  192 

Survey  of,  in  Households, 
195^+  188,  189 

Demand  Factors  (t)  192 

Eggs,  shell 

Declining  Consumer  Demand  192 
For  Flu  Vaccine  191 
Future  Contract  Prices  (T)  192 
Price  Adjusters,  seasonal, 

inc'l.    T  191 
Prices  in  World  Markets  I90 
USDA  Purchases  and  Govt.- 
Assisted  Programs^ 

1950-57  (T)  192 

Eggs ,  frozen 

Storage  Stocks,  by 
types  (t)  192 

Eggs,  dried 

USDA  Purchases  189,  I90 


Item  Issue  No."*" 

Farmers'  Share  of  Consumers' 
Dollar,  Eggs  and  Poultry 
compared  with  Other 
Products  187 

Hatchery  Numbers  Decline  I89 

Feed  Prices,  Price  Ratios  190,  192 

Income  from  Egg  and  Poultry 
Production;  Net, 

Gross,  1956  Summary  I89 
1957  Preliminary,  I958 
Outlook  192 

Laying  Flock, 
Hen-Pullet  Composition  192 

Outlook,  1958  192 

Turkeys 

Breeder  Intentions  192 

Canadian  Embargo  192 
Composition  of  Storage 

Stocks  188,  192 

Prices 

In  England,  Christmas  I956  I87 
"Leaders  "  at  Retail  I87,  191 

Poultry  Meat 

Inspection  Act  I9I 
Origins  of  Receipts  at 
Principal  Markets  I90 


(T)  Signifies  table 

*    The  last  preceding  index,  covering  1956,  was  published  in  the  issue  of  January- 
February  1957. 

+    Issues  for  1957:    I87,  January- February;  I88,  March-April;  I89,  May-June; 
190,  July- August;  I9I,  September-October;  192,  November-December  (Annual  Outlook  issue). 


PIS-193  -  28  -  JANUARY  1958 

LIST  OF  TABLES 

Table  Page 

1  Number  of  layers  on  farms ^  rate  of  egg  production,  and  total  egg  output  on 

farms,  monthly  data.  August  1952  to  date    11 

2  Composition  of  flocks,  October  1  and  January  1  following,  1931  to  date    12 

3  Eggs:    Farm  production,  farm  prices  (including  seasonal  adjustment),  retail 

prices,  and  per -capita  disappearance,  monthly,  January  195^  to  date    I3 

^     Egg  prices,  selected  dates,  1957  with  comparisons    14 

5  Frozen  egg,  by  types:    Stocks  and  New  York  wholesale  prices  per  pound, 

1955  to  date,  with  comparisons    I5 

6  Storage  stocks  of  frozen  egg:    Fir st-of -month.  United  States,  1950  to  date; 

weekly,  35  cities,  June  1957  to  date    l6 

7  Monthly  hatchings  of  replacement- type  chicks,  available  data,  195^  to  date 

and  replacement-type  eggs  in  incubators,  December  1957 7  and  chickens  raised, 

1954  to  date.  United  States    I6 

8  Weekly  hatchings  of  replacement-type  (light-breed)  chicks,  California,  1953 

to  date,  and  weekly  egg  settings,  1957    17 

9  Egg-feed  price  ratio,  farmers'  intentions  to  raise  chickens,  chickens  raised, 

and  pullets  on  farms.  United  States,  1925  to  date    I8 

10  '"Turkeys:    Numbers  raised,  1953  to  date.  United  States,  and  intentions  to 

raise  turkeys,  by  regions,  1958    ^9 

11  Turkey  poults:    Monthly  hatchings  in  commercial  hatcheries,  available  data, 

September  1953  to  date,  and  calendar  year  totals  of  turkeys  raised. 

United  States    20 

12  Turkeys  raised  and  related  data;  available  data,  1930  to  date    21 

13  Turkeys:    Storage  stocks,  number  raised  and  sold,  and  prices  received  by 

farmers,  lSk8  to  date    22 

Ik  Turkey  prices,  per  pound:    Selected  areas,  June  1953  to  date    23 

15  Broilers:    Prices  per  pound,  selected  areas,  January  195^  to  date    2k 

16  Monthly  prices  and  supply  of  broilers,  eind  red  meat  supply,  1953  to  date    25 

17  Turkeys  raised  by  flock  size,  195^    26 

18  Pullet  chick  placements  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks    26 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 

Washington  25,  D.  G  .  payment  of  postage  $300 

OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 


NOTICE 

K  you  no  longer  need  this  publication, 
check  here  /  7  return  this  sheet, 
and  your  name  will  be  dropped  from 
the  mailing  list. 

If  your  address  should  be  changed, 
write  the  new  address  on  this  sheet 
and  return  the  whole  sheet  to: 

Administrative  Services  Division  (ML) 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


I 


